You Reckon Introductory PowerPoint – Teacher notes

The commentary offered here does not go into whether the different claims are right or not, but is looking at developing an understanding of what the different claims actually say, and what they would mean to the man in the street.
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	This appears to be a statement of fact – but how many of these coins are actively in circulation? Pupils might like of think of ways coins are not in active circulation at any given time:
· Down the back of a sofa 
· In a piggy bank 
· Thrown down a wishing-well ….
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	Lots of things here – is it that £1.2 billion is lost in tax, or that tax is being evaded on £1.2 billion worth of business or work? How were they able to get this figure? How accurate or reliable is it?
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	There are two separate figures quoted here – relating to different events: ‘lost’ and ‘lost after 60 days’. 
When looking at whether or not claims are reasonable it is important to be clear about exactly what is meant by certain terms, and also what group is being referred to: if this is 20 million bags lost by all airlines across the world it is a different story to it being 20 million bags lost in UK airports for example.
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	This is a statement of fact – but what does this mean in terms of the people of Zimbabwe – is it enough to relieve the suffering? 
Who will decide how it is spent?
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	How many children is this in the UK? 
Are they across all sections of the community or are some groups more likely to be in this situation than others?

	
[image: image6]
	The headline doesn’t say whether its origin is in a £6 billion contribution to the economy from immigrant workers, or a  £6 billion cost to the economy from expenditure on health and other benefits – in fact it does not even say the 6 billion is a £ figure at all.
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	These two headlines, from the same day’s newspapers, give strikingly different messages – illustrating that projections such as these are extremely difficult to evaluate without knowing the basis on which they are made.
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	If people are concerned about an issue, how can they know what steps are effective in addressing the problem and what are not?
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	Is this sensible – how many wind turbines would need to be built to power every home in Britain?
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	Is this reasonable? Where do these figures come from? 
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Six billion reasons why
Immigrants mater
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Thousands of families

at risk of negative equity
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Offsetting schemes may ease celebrities’ constiences,
but buying up forests is néver going {0 save the planet. .
0 how can we make adifference? By Sophie Morris




[image: image20.jpg]Wind energy to power UK by 2020,
government says

Thousands of new offshore wind tutbines could power every horme in Britain by
2020, the government announced today, as it set out new wind-energy plans
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Lifetime cost of bringing up child
£186,000 - and rising

Childcare and education are biggest expenses facing parents

A typical family now pays an average of £186,032 to raise a child from birth to
the age of 21 - which amounts to £8 859 a year, £738 a month or £24.30 a day



